THIXENDALE PARISH COUNCIL THURSDAY 15TH MAY 2025
MEETING MINUTES

Attendees: David Griffin (DG) Chair
Charles Brader (CB)
Gordon Mcllroy (GMc)
Eileen Birrell (EB)

Carol Dixon (CD)
Charlotte Russell (CR)
Gerald Bainbridge (GB)
Pauline Foster (PF)
Keith Bristow (KB)
Caron Robinson (CR2)
Karen Bisby

Kris Pocklington

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and PARISH MEETING

1. Minutes from the last meeting
The minutes from the 24th May 2024 AGM were reviewed and agreed.

2. Chairmans report

A number of issues affecting life in the village have been discussed during the year:
Drainage on Martinholme, Village Signs, Road condition near Aldro Farm. Natural landscapes
(previously Natural England) continue the process of consultation for including Thixendale in the
proposed AONB. DG thanked all committee members for their contributions over the past year.

3. Finance report 2021/22

The bank balance as of 1St April 2025 was £7537, an increase of £1057 over the years
opening balance. The report presented to the meeting by EB is included as an attachment to
these minutes. The audited accounts for 2023-2024 were approved.

4. Election of Officers

DG elected Chairman (Proposed GB, seconded GMc)

CB elected Deputy Chair (Proposed DG, seconded GMc)

EB elected Treasurer (Proposed DG, seconded CR)

GB elected Clerk (Proposed DG, seconded CB)
DG, on behalf of the committee, expressed his thanks to new members CD and CR for their
contributions to the work of the council.

5. AOB.
See matters raised during the Ordinary Meeting which followed.
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ORDINARY MEETING MINUTES

Attendees as previous:

1. Minutes from the Meeting 9th January 2025.

a.

The minutes from the meeting were accepted as a true record.

2. Matters raising

a.

3. AONB

Village signs:  Three Signs have been delivered and the PC expressed thanks to CB who
has agreed to install them. CB and DG to discuss siting of sign on Gritts Hill, the hire of a
post borer and purchase of materials . Action CB/DG

Road condition: Work by NYCC on the Burdale road has made a significant improvement
by removing potholes. Surfacing with chippings is proceeding now, although there has
been some necessary disruption in access to Thixendale main street. The potholes and
surface condition on Martinholme is causing concern. In addition debris from the
embankments blocks drains resulting in flooding on Main Street during storms. Although
more frequent drain clearing has been agreed by NYCC the the drains are blocked. Action
GB to contact NYCC re drain clearing. DG contact Janet Sanderson re. a more
permanent resolution to the flooding.

Thixendale Parish Website: The Governments requirements for transparency place an onus
on Parish Councils to communicate online key spending and governance information. The
existing Thixendale website offers, through the help of David Lake (DL), the opportunity to
provide such information. Action. GB is drafting an outline to discuss with DL. Action GB.

“Natural Landscapes” is currently reviewing feedback. At the Government level there is
some discussion about the the role of QUANGO’s which may affect decision making. We
can only await their findings.

4. Financial update

a

5. AOB
a

As of 1st April 2025 there was £7537 in the parish account. Payments for the signs (£3216)
will be on the next statement.

Yorkshire Local Councils Association: The PC thanked EB for completing
membership of the YLCA. This will potentially be a source of help to maintain our
conformity with local and national requirements/legislation.

Parish Plan: The existing plan was created in 2009 and in the meantime there have been
changes in residents and demographics. The PC wishes to update the plan as there are
many changes in future eg. NYCC County Plan currently in discussion, for which we will
need to express our wishes. In addition the Plan could help identify priorities and guide
expenditure. CD felt it was also an important opportunity to involve local residents. DG
agreed to form and chair a steering group (SG) to oversee the process. An invitation to
residents for volunteers for the SG will be included in the next newsletter and on facebook:
Action EB/DG. In the meantime CD will contact NYCC to investigate if they are able to offer
support.

Running Group: A request to host a Cross Country running event in the early Autumn has
been received. The PC concerns relate to car parking and the numbers involved. It was
agreed to request more information from the organisers on how they plan to avoid parking
in the village. Action EB

Churchyard grass cutting: CB requested a note on the village website asking for more
volunteers to help. Action GB contact DL. DG to put a note on Facebook.

8. Dates for PC meetings in 2025/6 are as follows (All in the village hall at 1800hrs):

Next Meetings : 25th September.
8th January 2026
14th May + AGM 2026
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